CONTINENTAL 4ND COLONIAL PROGRAMME

. ,. So far, Portugal has not shown herself capable of following, even
approximately, the progress of the civilisation of Western Europe. If
we except the Scandinavian countries of the far North, which are
endowed with an excess of inhospitable regions, Portugal ranks, with
Spain, among the countries of Western Europe in which the density
of population is at its lowest, although the fertility of its soil and its
outstandingly favourable situation for traffic would easily have enabled
it to reach the same rank as Italy. The figures for Portuguese and
Spanish emigration amount to excessive proportions, but, far from
being directed to their own colonies, it goes to the former American
colonies. To wish the Spanish colonies an increase is stupid; to let
the Portuguese colonies subsist entirely under the Portuguese flag is
an obvious attempt at mystification on the part of Great Britain,
Portugal's protector. Portugal cannot develop herself, far less develop
her colonies. She does well to reserve this or that basis of support
overseas to herself against the future; she would do well, in her own
interest and in consideration of a suitable pecuniary indemnity, to
cede the great mass of her possessions to others who have real use for
them and can make something of them. It is to the common interest
of Europe to take Germany's and Italy's great colonial needs into
consideration. For, as our table shows, there can be no doubt that
to-day Italy and Germany, in accordance with their great density of
population and with their needs in relation to food supplies, should
first and foremost have the strongest of colonial guarantees.
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A STATE of affairs at all satisfying to Germany would be realised only
if it were possible to detach essential portions from the Portuguese
colonial empire. To make propositions of this nature is always a
grave matter, for numerous factors can be thoroughly appreciated
only with a very exact knowledge of all the circumstances. But, in
a quite general way and entirely non-committally, it could be said
perhaps that Germany's situation would be less disturbing and that
her colonial endowment would be considerably improved if in East
Africa she disposed of the Portuguese territory as far as the Zambesi,
below the river Shire, and, in West Africa, the present Portuguese
districts of Mossamedes and Benguela. All these territories are still
very poorly developed and could acquire their full value only in the
course of centuries.

1 Social Democrat, economist.
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